WHAT CYO IS REALLY ABOUT
Throughout the course of every season, we all get caught up with wins and losses, administrative nightmares (like rescheduling games), complaints about officials or other coaches and a seemingly endless list of “issues”.  And sometimes we lose sight of the value of our CYO Program.  Here is a reminder of why we are all involved in CYO.

This past weekend, in an Intermediate 1 game between Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Joan of Arc, an event transpired that will certainly have a major impact on all who witnessed it – and now hopefully on all who read about it.  

With about two minutes to play in the game, and with St. Joan of Arc leading by 9 points, the St. Joan coach inserted a “special needs” player from his bench.  The officials recognized the situation, assessed that there was no fear of injury to either the player or the other players on the court, and the game proceeded.  Our Lady of Lourdes scored, cutting the lead to 7 points – then St. Joan missed a shot and a player from Lourdes grabbed the rebound and proceeded to dribble the ball up court.  Then he slowed down, turned around and dribbled the ball back towards the St. Joan basket where the “special player” was standing.  The Lourdes player handed the St. Joan player the ball and the St. Joan player shot and scored!!!  The reaction of this player, the crowd and the officials was complete joy.  The player was dancing on the court and both teams were celebrating.

If you have read this and not been touched then you need to ask Santa for a heart.  

I want to personally thank all the coaches and players involved in this and especially the player for Lourdes.  I have no idea if he did this on his own or was instructed to do it – and that does not really matter.  Because in the end the “special player”, everyone in attendance and the CYO all benefit from a wonderful act of sportsmanship and kindness.  

